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Namibia is a vast country, even by African standards, covering an area 
approximately four times the size of the United Kingdom but with a 
population of a mere 2 million - one of the lowest densities in the world.  This 
trip gives an opportunity to view wildlife in their natural habitat, see how 
injured or orphaned big cats are rehabilitated back into the wild, visit the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Twyfelfontein, provides a choice of water, 
land or dune-based activity options and a sunrise excursion into the colourful 
Namibian desert.  

We detail below a sample itinerary: note that we can change the location, duration, order  and 
add in other destinations such as the Skeleton Coast, a Spa & Game Ranch or Cape Town. 
 

Day 1 
Overnight flight to Windhoek via Johannesburg from London. 

 

Day 2 
On arrival in Windhoek you will be transferred to your accommodation tonight in the City. 

Depending on your time of arrival, you may opt to take a city tour this afternoon before dining 
in one of the City's renowned restaurants.  

 
Days 3 - 5 

Today, your car hire will be delivered to your accommodation: once you have completed the paperwork you travel  to the Mariental area on the 
edge of the Southern Kalahari in the mixed tree and shrub Savanna. Drive time approx 4 hours. 

 

You stay here on a ranch characterised by huge red sands dunes running parallel, and in a northern-westerly to south-easterly direction. There is 
a swimming pool and recreation area with a pool table and hammock. An open air lapa for outdoor meals captures the atmosphere of an African 

Safari.  The lodge offers 'Nature drives' during the early morning and late afternoon where guests can view the diversified animal and bird life, as 
well as the unique dune topography and vegetation.  Traditional sundowners on a red Kalahari sand dune will be the perfect way to watch the sun 

sink away into the distant dunes.  
 

In the evening, the lodge's chef stands ready to tease and appease taste buds.  Coffee, tea, snacks and drinks are available all day long from the 
honour bar. Guests can relax with a cold drink, binoculars and book on the viewing platform overlooking a natural waterhole, or watch the resident 

cheetah at play. 

 
Days 5 - 7 

Drive West and then south today, towards Fish River Canyon, the second largest canyon in the world.  Drive time approx 5 ½ hours 
The Fish River Canyon is the second largest canyon on earth: don't miss an opportunity to take drives to the canyon's rim or perhaps take a 

scenic f light over the canyon.  Other activities in the area include horse riding or hiking in the nature reserve, following hiking trails  perhaps with a 
picnic or trips to the nama Karoo with its clusters of quiver trees. 

Days 7 – 8 
This morning, you drive north via the C27 gravel road, through Helmeringhausen where petrol is available, to the small town of Aus on the B4 

main road to Luderitz.  (Drive time approx 5 hours) .You stay tonight on a beautifully positioned private farm, located on the edge of the Namib 
Desert with spectacular views from the boulder-strewn hillsides across wide open plains.  Drive time approx 4 hours 

 
There are self-guided walks that can be taken on the farm as well as optional nature drives to view the Namib wild horses, or you may decide to 

just relax in the peaceful surroundings.  The information centre at Aus is also worth a visit, here you can learn about the history of this area which 
has recently celebrated its 100th year anniversary.  The lodge is ideally situated for a daytrip to Lüderitz or for a bit of exploring inland.   

 
Days 8 – 10 

This morning, you drive into the Namib Desert, perhaps stopping to explore Sesreim Canyon, where centuries of erosion have incised a narrow 

gorge about 1km in length. The area provides great photography opportunities.  (Drive time 4 ½  hours). 
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The Namib is known as 'The Living Desert’ and is a world of vast space, endless horizons, dramatic desertscapes and jagged mountain heights.  
These dunes which are constantly changing shape with the wind - reach the height of a 70 storey skyscraper and are part of one of the world's 

oldest ecosystems.  The colourful quartz sand in the early morning provides hues of creams, oranges, reds and violets: a photographers dream.   

 
The big attraction here is the sight of sunrise over the towering sand dunes: it means an early start for the 60km+ drive into the Namib Naukluft 

Desert to Sossusvlei.  Enjoy the amazing scenery of the desert, and maybe take a short walk to Deadvlei, a bizarre collection of ancient 
camelthorn trees, or climb the nearby dunes.. 

Days 10 – 12 
You drive on this morning towards the coast to Swakopmund: a fascinating and intriguing resort town complete with German half wooden 

architecture, monuments, historic buildings, well maintained gardens and palm lined avenues, coffee bars and great seafood restaurants.  Yo ur 
accommodation for 2 nights in Swakopmund is at a small, private and peaceful bed and breakfast an easy walk to the sea and the town centre.  

(Drive time approx 5 ½ hours) 
 

The town is full of activity options: choices include a dolphin & seal cruise, scenic flights over the Skeleton Coast and desert, an excursion to visit 
a Himba Tribe, eco-sensitive quad biking or sand boarding down the dunes, taking a camel safari, deep sea fishing, hot air ballooning over the 

desert, horse riding, kayaking or perhaps simply taking a walk along miles of deserted beaches and watching flamingos, pelicans, coromants and 
other birds at the river mouth.  The town is popular for its seafood restaurants: we can advise on which ones should be booked in advance 

 

Days 12-14 
This morning, you head into Damaraland.  (Drive time approx 4 hours).  This area is a desert wilderness and is sparsely populated by the Damara 

people who share their land with a range of wildlife including the Desert adapted Elephant, Rhinoceros, Giraffe, Springbok, Zebra, Oryx, and 
Ostrich.  Its unique geological formations include petrified forests, ancient petroglyph-engraved sandstone slabs and volcanic mounds.  There is a 

choice of accommodation in the area: some offer guided nature walks as well as trips to see the Bushman etchings, the mysterious Organ Pipes 
and Burnt Mountain.  For a very special experience, an Elephant Nature Drive is a must-do; explore the terrain in search of these elusive desert-

dwelling elephants who have adapted to the dry and sandy conditions of northern Namibia.  
 

Close by, the World Heritage Site of Twyfelfontein is one of the most extensive rock-art galleries on the continent, most likely made by the San 

Bushmen hunters who left their marks on the surrounding rocks some 6000 years ago.  The rock art is situated along two circular routes which 
can be followed with a local guide.   

 
Days 14-16 

After a morning activity and brunch, continue your journey northwards towards Etosha National Park and your next accommodatio n, where you 
will stay for 2 nights.  (Drive time approx 4 hours). 

Widely regarded as one of the world's greatest game viewing parks, the availability of water holes in Etosha means that the potential for viewing 
game (including lion, cheetah, elephants, water buffalo, rhinos, giraffe, springboks, zebras amongst others) is greater than some of Africa's other 

parks where days may be spent searching for wildlife.   The Park is dominated by the vast Etosha salt pan, and water holes are joined by a 
network of well maintained gravel roads.   You will need to pay park entry fees of approximately N$80 per person per day and N$10 per vehicle.  

Care should be taken to be back in the rest camp before sunset when the Park gates close..  
 

Days 16-17 
Spend today making your way slowly across the Park.  Daily game drives into the Etosha National Park are enthralling and reveal white or black 

rhino, lion, leopard, cheetah and other predators.  In addition, guided safari walks are also to be enjoyed as well as secretive hides, strategically 
placed around the private reserve.  Expect to come across elephant, giraffe, wildebeest and numerous species of antelope. 

 

Days 17-19  
Drive south to the Africat Foundation for a 2 night stay on a fully inclusive basis. (Drive time approx 3 hours).   

 
The Africat Foundation is dedicated to the conservation, management and rehabilitation of leopard and cheetah.  Over 13.5 years, the Foundation 

has rescued more than 870 cats, of which 86.7% have been released back into the wild.  Activities include cheetah tracking on foot, leopard 
viewing from a hide or from game viewing vehicles, a visit to the cheetah project for an insight into the welfare work of the Africat Foundation, 

watching game activity from the hide, and taking a self-guided walk along a nature trail.   Accommodation is either in individual African style 
chalets or in rooms at the Main Camp.    
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Day 19 

Today, you travel back to Windhoek airport (Drive time 3 hours).  You may choose to spend a final night in Windhoek or alternatively head straight 

for the airport for your flight home. 
 

Day 20 
Arrive London 

 
We have on-the-ground services by way of ground handlers, who meet with all our clients to go over their itinerary and provide a 

mobile phone pre-programmed with all accommodation numbers and a cool box.  They also provide an excellent service in the 
event of emergency. Because we purchase accommodation through ground handlers who sell to agents such as ourselves 

around the world, we have access to excellent rates which are not available for direct bookings; you should pay no more for direct 
bookings than if you book through us.  

 
Included in all self drive holidays to Namibia, we provide emergency roadside medical evacuation and treatment, intended to avoid 

delays of up to four hours before international insurers authorise the launch of a medi -rescue vehicle, plane or helicopter at 
roadside emergencies.   

 

Contact us on 01342 834700 or by email at info@nativeescapes.com for a bespoke itinerary.  We know Namibia well and have inspected many 
accommodations, so will provide advice according to your requirements. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION – PLEASE ENSURE YOU READ THE FOLLOWING 
 

Passports: Please ensure these are valid for travel and that you are in possession of valid visas (if required see below). You are required to take out comprehensive 

travel insurance to safeguard against cancellation and curtailment, medical expenses, repatriation expenses, damage/theft/loss of personal baggage, money and 
personal belongings. 

Visas: Not required for South Africa, Namibia or Botswana for UK or Irish nationals for stays of up to 90 days. An onward or return ticket is required, as well as sufficient 
funds and documents needed for further travel. Please note that visitors to South Africa must have a MINIMUM of two blank/emp ty VISA pages in their passport and more 

than 6 months validity on their passport from date of entry in South Africa. Visitors to South Africa with foreign passports who do not comply with these requirements will 
either be stopped from boarding their aircraft at their point of departure or risk deportation on arrival in South Africa 

Health: The World Health Organisation (www.who.int/en/) recommends that all travellers to Southern Africa are inoculated against diphtheria, tetanus, measles, mumps, 
rubella and polio as well as for Hepatitis B. Inoculation against Hepatitus A and Typhoid is also recommended for travel in South Africa. Depending on the area visited, 

anti-malarial drugs may also be recommended. All travellers should seek advice from their local GP or travel  clinic for up-to-date advice on vaccinations and different 
malarial options. Travel insurance is part of the Terms and Conditions of your trip with Native Escapes it is essential that you purchase comprehensive travel insurance for 
your trip. Your insurance should be inclusive of full medical cover including costs of emergency repatriation, cancellation and travel delay.  

Native Escapes complies with the UK Package & Travel Regulations 1992. Holidays with flights included are covered by the company's ATOL Bond (Air Travel 
Organisers' Licence) held by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). This means that in the unfortunate event that our company should fail, the CAA will arrange any 

necessary repatriation and any refund of monies paid to Native Escapes  in advance. Our ATOL number is 9709. We have testimonials on our website: visit 

www.nativeescapes.com/aboutus for more information. 

mailto:info@nativeescapes.com

