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Ethiopia’s Northern circuit is like nowhere else on earth. The wealth of 
cultural and historical treasures on show has the ability to ‘wow’ you day 
after day. This is a privately guided trip that takes 10 days and visits some 
of the highlights of this spectacular country. 

At Native Escapes, we select accommodation according to particular interests, season of 
travel, budget and availability. We have travelled extensively in Africa, and have a good 
level knowledge of the destinations and things to do. Because we have visited many of the 
accommodations, we can make personal recommendations according to budget levels. We 
have on-the-ground services by way of ground handlers, who provide an excellent service 
in the event of emergency. Our ground handlers' contact number will be included in your 
final documentation for you to contact should you require assistance during your trip. 
 
Day  1 
Arrive in Addis Ababa and you will be welcomed by our ground handlers who will transfer 
you to your hotel.   
 
Today you have free time to explore Addis. Amongst its highlights are the National 
Archaeological Museum, its famous guest Lucy. The Ethnographic Museum, with its two main sections covering local crafts and on regions and 
people, this museum is an ideal place to start learning about Ethiopia’s rich ethnic diversity. St. George’s Cathedral (Giorgis Cathedral) which lies 
at the north end of Churchill Rd. Designed in the traditional octagonal shape, this cathedral was built in 1896 to commemorate Ethiopia’s victory 
over the Italians at the Battle of Adwa. Or as an option you could also visit the Holy Trinity Cathedral. Built in 1945, this cathedral is renowned for 
its stunning stain-glassed windows which depict scenes from the Old and New Testament of the Holy Bible. The Trinity Cathedral also houses the 
tombs of the late emperor and his family as well as the tomb of English feminist Sylvia Pankhurst.  
Overnight: Addis Ababa. 
 
Day 2: 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for your flight to Bahir Dar meaning “by the side of the sea”  
Check in to your hotel and head to Lake Tana, the largest highland lake in Ethiopia. Lake Tana is also the source of the Blue Nile, a fact that may 
explain many of Ethiopia’s links with the ancient world. Even today, the papyrus tankwa that sail the lake bear a striking resemblance to the boats 
of Ancient Egypt.  
 
Head out on a boat safari to the Zeghie Peninsula, known for its 14th century, round, grass roofed churches and their magnificent wall murals, the 
Azoa Mariam and Ura Kidane Mehret churches, Its architectural style is a typical example of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church having mud plastered 
round wall with conical thatched roof. Ura is known especially for its fine frescoes, manuscripts, ecclesiastical objects like crown of various 
emperors dated from the 14thc, processional crosses of silver& gold, silver-drum and royal vestments.  
 
After lunch leave for the Blue Nile Falls – known locally as Tissiat – which means “Smoking Water.” The Falls are 328 feet wide and the water 
plunges some 150 feet, giving rise to picturesque stream clouds and rainbows. And finally have a look around in Bahir Dar visit of the Bazawit Hill 
Top which offers a spectacular view of the surrounding, the city, the islands of Lake Tana and Blue Nile leaving the lake. You may see 
hippopotamus colonies at the bottom.  
Overnight: Kuriftu Resort & Spa includes Breakfast, Lunch and dinner 
 
Day 3:  
After breakfast drive to the magnificent Simien Mountain National Park. This is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  
The Simien Mountains National Park presents perhaps the most dramatic scenery in Africa – great volcanic plugs, formed some 40 million years 
ago. In the Semeins visitors can see the endemic Gelada or bleeding heart baboon, the Walia Ibex, the Semein Wolf (the rarest canid in the 
world) and rock hyrax, and endemic birds such as the Thick billed Raven, Black headed Siskin, White Collared Pigeon, Wattled Ibis, White billed 
Starling, Spot breasted Plover and White backed Black Tit. Cruising Lammergeyers are often seen. The park is also famous for its Afro-Alpine 
flora, meadows and grasslands punctuated by Giant Lobelia and flowering Red Hot Pokers. En route you will stop at the Kossoye viewpoint. At a 
height of about 2,300m, this beautiful spot provides magnificent views of the Simien Mountain range and as well as views of the lower ridges and 
valleys.  
Overnight: Simien Lodge includes Breakfast, Lunch and dinner. 
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Day 4  
After breakfast transfer to the airport for your flight to Gondar. Gondar, known as “the Camelot of Africa” is famous for its medieval castles and 
churches. Gondar, the imperial city of Fasilidas. The kings of Ethiopia based their power in Gondar for two centuries. The city was the first capital 
of the Ethiopian empire, which began in 1632 with the reign of Fasilidas. In Gondar, there are a dozen castles built by various emperors over the 
course of 236 years. Many picturesque ruins lie in the royal enclosure like the fairy tale castles dating back to the 17th century. The other place of 
interest is Fasilidas pool, in which pilgrims still take a plunge at the issue of Timket (Epiphany) celebrations. In the afternoon visit Debre Birhan 
Trinity church, the only church that was saved from Mahdist invasion in the 1880s. The walls and ceiling are completely covered with murals - the 
angels’ faces on the ceiling have become a common motif in Ethiopian design and Quskuam church, situated on a hill just outside town. 
Overnight: Mayleko lodge includes Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
 
Day 5 
After breakfast transfer to the airport for your flight to Lalibela, a UNESCO World Heritage Site to view some of its 11 medieval, monolithic, rock-
hewn cave churches.  Lalibela (formerly known as Roha) is the “New Jerusalem”. The city was built by King Lalibela of the Zagwe Dynasty “with 
the help of Angels” in the 12th Century, in an almost inaccessible mountain stronghold at a height of nearly 7700 feet above sea level. 
Like much of Ethiopian history, there are many legends about the building of the city. The churches are carved from the rock they stand in, and 
many are comprised of labyrinthine tunnels and crypts connecting galleries and grottos. 
The first group of six churches lie in rock cradles one behind the other: Bet Golgotha, Bet Mikael, Bet Mariam, Bet Meskel, Bet Danaghel and Bet 
Medhane Alem.  
Overnight: Mountains View Hotel  includes Breakfast, Lunch &Dinner.  
 
Day 6 
After breakfast you journey to the Monastery of Nakuto leab. The monastery of Na’akuto La’ab was built by king Lalibela’s nephew and successor 
Na’akuto La ‘ab. It is an attractive little church built around a cave. Some very old stone receptacles collect the precious holly water as it drips from 
the cave roof. Visit the various treasures belonged to its founder including crosses crowns, an illuminated bible, and a metallic drum.  
After lunch, visit more of the cave churches built by King Lalibela (the second group of churches), including the famous Bete Georgis. This Greek 
cross-shaped church is located in a deep pit with perpendicular walls; accessible only by a tunnel located a small distance away.  
The church was built by Lalibela for Saint George, who is said to have supervised its construction himself – just ask the monks who will show you 
the hoof marks left by his horse! Also visit the group of four, south of the Jordan River. 
You also attend a traditional coffee ceremony where you observe the time - honored roasting and brewing process, which is done in a special 
jebena (clay kettle). 
Overnight: Mountains View Hotel includes Breakfast, Lunch and dinner  
 
Day 7 
Morning transfer to the airport for your flight to Axum and after check in to your hotel start your tour by visiting the Stelae Park - the park has a 
number of pre-Christian obelisks (made of solid granite from the surrounding hills) some of which are thought to be more than 3000 years old.  
The tallest, standing, obelisk rises to a height of over 75 feet, and is exquisitely carved to represent a nine-story building, similar in appearance to 
the tower-houses of South Arabia. The tallest fallen stelae, which according to local legend crashed to the ground in 850 AD, was 110 feet high 
and represented a tall and slender 13-story building. With its row of windows, and door complete with an imaginary knocker and lock, this 
symbolic house is thought to have been a dwelling of the spirits of the dead. The Queen of Sheba’s Palace - the site contains the remains of what 
was once a massive palace with finely mortared stonewalls, deep foundations and its own impressive drainage system. It is believed to be the 
oldest building in Axum. To date, over 50 chambers have been excavated.  
 
Church of Saint Mary of Zion (a panoramic visit)- the church was built by Emperor Fasiladas in 1665, and the podium on which the church is 
standing, may well belong to the original church erected by King Ezana or King Kaleb in the 4th or 6th centuries after the adoption of Christianity. 
Unfortunately, the original church was destroyed during the Muslim Christian war. Legend has it that the current church is the sanctuary of the Ark 
of the Covenant. According to the legend, Emperor Menelik I, the son of the Queen of Sheba and King Solomon, brought the Ark of the Covenant 
from Jerusalem to Axum, where he settled and established one of the world’s longest known uninterrupted monarchical dynasties. 
The Ark, according to Ethiopian belief, has remained in Axum ever since. It is kept in a special chapel annexed to the church of St. Mary of Zion. 
The Ark is in the care of an old and especially holy guardian monk, and according to tradition, he is the only man who is allowed to gaze upon it. 
And finally make a stop at the Axum Museum which houses exhibits on ancient pottery and glass, Roman amphorae, bronze jewelry and clay 
figurines.  
Overnight: Sabean Hotel, includes Breakfast, Lunch &Dinner 
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Day 8 
Today after breakfast drive to Hawzain. En route visit the monastery of Abba Garima, said to have been founded by one of the nine saints in the 
6th century. The monastery is known for its collection of religious artifacts including three illuminated gospels from the 10th century. Use the town 
as the base from which to visit Yeha or Debra Damo. Yeha is famous for its huge and remarkable temple. According to the 19th century German 
scholar Heinrich Miiller, the temple is thought to date back to about seven or eight hundred years before the birth of Christ. The temple is believed 
to be the oldest standing building in the country. Beside the remarkable temple, a church dedicated to Abba Aftse stands. Abba Aftse was one of 
the famous nine saints who came to Ethiopia in the 6th century from the east Roman Empire to teach the Gospel. The church is rectangular in 
shape. Then it is possible to visitthe monastery of Debre Damo which is accessible only by rope and not allowed for women. It is flat-topped peak, 
the oldest and the most distinguished marvel. Then continue driving to Adigrat. Adigrat is the largest town in Tigray after Mekelle and is an 
important junction linking Ethiopia with Eritrea.  
Overnight: Gheralta Lodge includes Breakfast, Lunch and dinner. 
 
Day 9 
Today, visit the monastic church of Debre Mariam Korkor& Abba Daneil’s prayer room. 
Mariam Korkor (St. Mary’s). A white church with a facade built into the cliff face. A few minutes’ walk from Mariam korkor you can visit the small 
rock church known as Abba Daniel’s Prayer room. 
You then drive to Abune Yemata, The scenery is breathtaking and the mountains resemble pillars reaching to the sky. The church is carved on the 
cliff face of the Guh Mountains. The challenging and the only way to the church are footholds and handgrips in the rock face. Just before the 
entrance to the church there is a narrow ledge carved in the cliff from which one can view a sheer drop of approximately 250m to 300m. In fact, 
the church is not only known for its difficult ascent but also for its truly remarkable murals. It is colourfully decorated wall to wall with exciting 
murals of Old and New Testament stories. Nine of the twelve apostles are depicted in a round frame on the ceiling. Abune Yemata on his 
horseback is shown on one of the walls. Each church had a unique painting style. Yemata was the most elaborate. 
Overnight: Overnight: Gheralta Lodge includes Breakfast, Lunch and dinner. 
 
Day  10 
En route visit the Tigray Rock Churches date from 4th-15th century this include Wukro Cherkos- a semi monolithic church, dated back to the 4th 
century, is said to have been carved at the time of the introduction of Christianity to Ethiopia, Abreha Atsbeha- a rock-hewn church. Its interior is 
painstakingly decorated, and Dugum Selassie church. Mekelle, Tigray’s capital owes its importance to Emperor Yohannes IV, who made it his 
capital in the late 19th century.  
Then fly back to Addis Ababa, have a cultural evening at one of Addis Ababa Restaurant; Ethiopia is a mosaic of people with more than 80 
languages, different lifestyles, costumes and cultural dances. On this day evening you will have a chance to experience some of these cultural 
dances and traditional meals with a drink of Tej, a type of wine made from Honey. Then Transfer to the airport for your Departure. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION – PLEASE ENSURE YOU READ THE FOLLOWING 
Passports: Please ensure these are valid for travel and that you are in possession of valid visas (if required see below). You consult your doctor prior to your safari for 
information and advice on the use of anti-malaria medication. You take out comprehensive travel insurance to safeguard against cancellation and curtailment, medical 
expenses, repatriation expenses, damage/theft/loss of personal baggage, money and personal belongings. 

 

Visas: Required for Ethiopia and can be bought on arrival for USD$50 per person.. Please note that visitors to Ethiopia must have a MINIMUM of 6 months validity and 
two blank/empty VISA pages in their passport each time entry is sought. Visitors to South Africa with foreign passports who do not comply with these requirements will 
either be stopped from boarding their aircraft at their point of departure or risk deportation on arrival in South Africa. 

Health: The (www.who.int/en/) recommends that all travellers are inoculated against diphtheria, tetanus, measles, mumps, rubella and polio as well as for Hepatitis B. 
Inoculation against Hepatitus A, Typhoid and Malaria is also recommended by the (www.cdc.gov) for travel in Ethiopia. All travellers should seek advice from their local 
GP or travel clinic for up-to-date advice on vaccinations and different malarial options. Also check the NHS website www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk 

Insurance As part of the Terms and Conditions of your trip with Native Escapes it is essential that you purchase comprehensive travel insurance for your trip. Your 

insurance should be inclusive of full medical cover including costs of emergency repatriation, cancellation and travel delay.  

Native Escapes complies with the UK Package & Travel Regulations 1992. Holidays with flights included are covered by the company's ATOL Bond (Air Travel 
Organisers' Licence) held by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). This means that in the unfortunate event that our company should fail, the CAA will arrange any 
necessary repatriation and any refund of monies paid to Native Escapes  in advance. Our ATOL number is 9709. We have testimonials on our website: visit 
www.nativeescapes.com/aboutus for more information. 


