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Kwa Zulu Natal is home to two UNESCO World Heritage Site, the 
fabled battlefields and some of South Africa’s oldest and most 
established National Parks. This small group trip will give you a real 
introduction to the fabulous part of South Africa. 

 
Our Small Group Trips have been thoroughly researched and we feel offer the best 
in terms of standard of guiding, accommodations and route – allowing guests an 
authentic insight into the South African culture and way of life.  The guides are local, 
and highly knowledgeable and passionate about their country.  Trips include half 
board meals on most days and excursions described are included.  The trips are 
guaranteed to depart with a minimum of 2 guests, and maximum of 16.  This trip 
departs from Durban with a number of set departures on a Tuesday.  Please 
contact us for pre-tour departure accommodation and flights. 
 
Tuesday (D) 
Depart the cosmopolitan city of Durban and travel inland to Pietermaritzburg, the 
administrative capital of the Kwa-Zulu Natal Province. Pietermaritzburg, set amidst 
forested hills and the rolling countryside of the Natal-Midlands, is one of the best-
preserved Victorian cities in the world. Enjoy a brief city tour, including drives past Publicity House which is opposite one of South Africa's best 
galleries - The Tatham Art Gallery. Stop outside the Legislative Building which typifies the colonial heritage of a past era. Visit the glorious St 
Peter's Cathedral and the charming lanes and byways of South Africa's largest pedestrianised heritage retail area - the Church Street Mall. In 
savouring the uniqueness of this area, one takes in the significance of this high character city and its captivating past. The Mahatma Gandhi 
statue is visited outside the Colonial Building - where he targeted many of his concerns about human rights issues. 
 
Continue the journey through the midlands to Howick and the site where late former President Nelson Mandela was captured on August 5th, 
1962. His capture marked the start of Mandela's 27-year imprisonment and the journey that he would later call 'the long walk to freedom'. 
The Natal Midlands is a beautiful region filled with stretches of farmland, charming little towns, a wonderful arts and crafts route and picturesque 
scenery bordering on the sublime. You would not be found to be at fault should you request that your guide take it easy on the drive to your 
accommodation which is considered to hold one of the finest locations in the entire Drakensberg range. Check into the hotel and enjoy some time 
at leisure before enjoying dinner. 
Overnight Champagne Castle Hotel (standard room) or similar –  
 
Wednesday (B, D) 
Today is dedicated to enjoying the magnificent scenery on offer in the Drakensberg, as well as discovering the cultural significance of this 
UNESCO World Heritage Site - the uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park. These mountains once offered shelter to the San people for thousands of 
years before being exterminated in clashes with the Zulus and white settlers. All they left behind was their story painted in the rock, in the shelters, 
the story of sacred animals and journeys to the spirit world. At Giant's Castle we enjoy a 45-minute walk to the main caves for a short tour and 
interpretation of the paintings and artefacts on display in the museum. After the San experience, spend the remainder of the afternoon enjoying 
the facilities on offer at the hotel, including tennis courts, an animal farm, aviary, hiking trails, bowling green, swimming pool and so much more. 
Overnight Champagne Castle Hotel (standard room) or similar 
 
Thursday (B, D) 
Enjoy a delicious breakfast followed by check-out formalities. Make your way to the summit of Spioenkop Mountain. Your guide shall recount and 
bring to life the Anglo-Boer 9-day battle in January 1900 - the third and bloodiest attempt by the British to relieve Ladysmith. Witnesses to this 
battle include Louis Botha (the first Prime Minister of the Union of South Africa), Winston Churchill and Mohandas Ghandi, then a stretcher bearer 
who later became the Mahatma. 
 
Continue to the town of Ladysmith, a town which made world headlines at the end of the 19th century when it was besieged for 118 days during 
the most crucial stage of the Anglo-Boer War. Its historic heritage is its main claim to fame, with many fascinating sites to discover. Visit the Seige 
Museum. A diorama excellently depicts Ladysmith and surroundings at the time of the Siege.Various artefacts, documents, uniforms, firearms etc. 
are on display. Travel via Dundee to your accommodation which is located in the heart of the battle sites between the English and the Zulus. 
Enjoy dinner at the lodge. 
Overnight Rorke's Drift Hotel (standard room) or similar 
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Friday (B, D) 
Today is dedicated to the exploration of the famous battlefields of KwaZulu-Natal where many battles were fought than anywhere else in South 
Africa. Your guide shall recount the Anglo Zulu War battle of Isandlwana where 20 000 Zulu warriors wiped out almost an entire British regiment 
and their firepower within 2½ hours. Continue to Fugitive's Drift where the graves of Lieutenants Nevill Coghill, Teignmouth Melvill and others lie 
on the hillside overlooking the Mzinyathi (Buffalo) River. Visit Rorke's Drift where British soldiers, outnumber 35 to 1, fought off 4000 Zulus for 12 
hours. This battle saw 11 Victoria Crosses awarded - the highest number awarded to a Regiment in a single action. Return to the lodge for dinner 
and overnight. 
Overnight Rorke's Drift Hotel (standard room) or similar 
 
Saturday (B, L, D) 
After an early breakfast, travel across the various battle sites of KZN to Hluhluwe where you would end your Kwazulu Natal discovery with an 
African safari experience. Depending on your time of arrival, enjoy lunch followed by an afternoon open vehicle game drive which yields exciting 
game viewing opportunities. The highly qualified rangers have a wide knowledge of the rich bird and animal life of the region, as well as the 
indigenous trees and plants. Return to the lodge for dinner. 
Overnight Falaza Game Lodge & spa (tented suite) or similar 
 
Sunday (B, L, D) 
Start the day with an early morning game drive when the animals are at their busiest, before the harsh African sun beats down and they take 
shelter from the sweltering heat in shady areas. Return to the lodge for breakfast and spend the remainder of the day at leisure. Enjoy the facilities 
on offer at the lodge including the well-equipped Spa on the reserve (treatments to own account and subject to availability). We end the day with 
either another open vehicle game drive or embark on a leisurely sundowner cruise on the St Lucia wetlands - a world heritage site which affords 
glimpses of crocodiles and hippos as well as the prolific bird life along the river banks. 
Overnight Falaza Game Lodge & spa (tented suite) or similar 
 
Monday (B) 
Embark on a final game drive followed by breakfast and check-out formalities. Travel via the Elephant coast back to Durban where the tour ends 
on arrival at your Durban based hotel or with drop-off at King Shaka International Airport for your onward flight arrangements. 
 
Contact us on 01342 834700 for more information on how to extend your trip in Southern Africa:  
 
Costs vary according to seasonality – refer to our website at www.nativeescapes.com or call us on 01342 834700.  There are occasional offers on 
specific departure dates – contact us for more information. 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION – PLEASE ENSURE YOU READ THE FOLLOWING 
 

Passports: Please ensure these are valid for travel and that you are in possession of valid visas (if required see below). You are required to take out comprehensive 
travel insurance to safeguard against cancellation and curtailment, medical expenses, repatriation expenses, damage/theft/loss of personal baggage, money and 
personal belongings. 

Visas: Not required for South Africa, Namibia or Botswana for UK or Irish nationals for stays of up to 90 days. An onward or return ticket is required, as well as sufficient 
funds and documents needed for further travel. Please note that visitors to South Africa must have a MINIMUM of two blank/empty VISA pages in their passport and more 
than 6 months validity on their passport from date of entry in South Africa. Visitors to South Africa with foreign passports who do not comply with these requirements will 
either be stopped from boarding their aircraft at their point of departure or risk deportation on arrival in South Africa. 

Health: The World Health Organisation (www.who.int/en/) recommends that all travellers to Southern Africa are inoculated against diphtheria, tetanus, measles, mumps, 
rubella and polio as well as for Hepatitis B. Inoculation against Hepatitus A and Typhoid is also recommended for travel in South Africa. Depending on the area visited, 
anti-malarial drugs may also be recommended. All travellers should seek advice from their local GP or travel clinic for up-to-date advice on vaccinations and different 
malarial options. Travel insurance is part of the Terms and Conditions of your trip with Native Escapes it is essential that you purchase comprehensive travel insurance for 
your trip. Your insurance should be inclusive of full medical cover including costs of emergency repatriation, cancellation and travel delay.  

Native Escapes complies with the UK Package & Travel Regulations 1992. Holidays with flights included are covered by the company's ATOL Bond (Air Travel 
Organisers' Licence) held by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). This means that in the unfortunate event that our company should fail, the CAA will arrange any 
necessary repatriation and any refund of monies paid to Native Escapes  in advance. Our ATOL number is 9709. We have testimonials on our website: visit 
www.nativeescapes.com/aboutus for more information. 

http://www.nativeescapes.com/

