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This itinerary focuses on a lesser-visited, but culturally, scenically and 
wildlife-rich region of South Africa: KwaZulu-Natal.  The region is 
home to two UNESCO World Heritage Sites: the iSimangaliso Wetland 
Park and the uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park.  The itinerary starts off 
at Spioenkop, where Winston Churchill fought alongside the British 
Army. Whilst here, visit the Spioenkop nature reserve on walks or 
horseback, where wildlife includes various antelope species, giraffe 
and rhino. The Northern Drakensberg mountain range offer some 
superb hiking opportunities.  Then onto Rorke’s Drift, for a tour of the 
Zulu Battlefields.  This is often underestimated as an experience: a 
guided tour with a local historian often leaves visitors in tears: the 
story is compelling.  Next, a safari at one of South Africa’s top Big 5 
Game Reserves, before ending up at a beautiful beach retreat, where 
various activities are on offer including diving, ocean experiences, 
snorkelling, kayaking and turtle tours (Nov-March), before a final few 
days relaxing on the beach at a 5 star boutique hotel in Durban. 
 
The itinerary will suit second time visitors to South Africa, those 
looking for an interesting and active holiday with top class 
accommodation.  It is, however, a suggested itinerary and can be 
tailored to suit individual needs.    
 
At Native Escapes, we know South Africa extremely well: we visit regularly to keep our knowledge of the accommodations and region updated.  
We will therefore advise on the best accommodations to fit your budget.  Please see our itinerary below. The itinerary would be suited to visitors 
wanting to explore this fascinating region in style.  It is, however, a suggested itinerary and can be tailored to suit individual needs.    

Day 1 
Depart the UK on your overnight flight to Johannesburg. 
 
Days 2-5 
On arrival, collect your hire vehicle (Toyota Forerunner, comprehensive insurance included), and drive to the Northern Drakensberg Mountains 
region, for a 3 night stay at Three Trees at Spioenkop on a full board basis. 
 
Located at the foothills of the magnificent Drakensberg Mountains in KwaZulu Natal, is the small, intimate, owner managed eco-friendly lodge, 
Three Trees at Spioenkop. Overlooking the secluded Mfazimnyama Valley of the Spioenkop Game Reserve, Three Trees boasts spectacular 
scenery to the distant horizon in all directions. 
 
Accommodation has been designed to capture the colonial feeling of the turn of the century. There are six twin rooms (king on request), one two-
bedroom family suite and the two-bedroomed, self-contained luxury cottage sleeping four adults( children over eight years). Antique sash 
windows, wood panel interiors, corrugated iron cladding exteriors, hand-embroidered linen and South African made down duvets and pillows, all 
enhance the colonial life experience. Rooms are all en-suite with separate baths and showers and each has its own deck offering unsurpassed 
views across the valley below. The main lodge has an open plan design with four sets of large double doors leading out to the verandah. There 
are comfortable chairs and log fires. The dining room is separated from the living area by the fireplace and most dinners are a family style affair at 
a communal table. There is a swimming pool and deck with stunning views.  
 
This lodge is the perfect location to base yourself for exploring the major Anglo-Boer War Battlefields (Battles of Spionkop and Colenso), and the 
stunning Northern Drakensberg Mountains.  Game walks and Rhino tracking are conducted in the neighbouring Spioenkop Game Reserve; 
mountain biking, birding, nature walking trails and horse riding can also be arranged. 
 
Days 5-7 
Drive into the Battlefields today, for a 2 night stay at Fugitives Drift Lodge on a full board basis. 
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Situated within the 2,000 hectare Fugitives Drift Game Reserve (plains game) overlooking the battlefield of Isandlwana in central Kwa-Zulu Natal, 
is Fugitives Drift Lodge. Owned by the Rattray Family, pioneers of Heritage Tourism in South Africa, the Lodge is set on the site of the original 
homestead, with views over the Buffalo River Valley Gorge. 
 
Retaining its colonial heritage style, the eight luxury free-standing cottages and the two bedroom annex cottage are spacious and light with 
wooden finishes. All cottages have en-suite bathrooms, separate bath and shower, king or twin beds and a private verandah affording views over 
the plains flanking the Buffalo River Gorge. The cottages and main lodge are set in a beautiful, shady, well established garden. The dining room 
and lounge house a remarkable collection of memorabilia from the Zulu War. Complementing this is The Harford Library, built within the grounds, 
with magnificent views over the Buffalo River Gorge. Besides its historical collection, lunch is served here daily. There is a social verandah 
surrounding the open camp fire, and a spectacular large swimming pool. 
 
Being a site of historical importance tours are conducted daily to Isandlwana and Rorke’s Drift (additional charge). Tours are also arranged to 
Mangeni Falls, Masondo and Blood River; fishing, horse riding, mountain biking and the Fugitives Trail Hike are other activities available (all 
additional cost). 
 
Days 7-10 
Your journey continues today to one of South Africa’s top Game Reserves: a 3 night stay at Phinda Vlei Lodge on a fully inclusive basis. 
Phinda Vlei Lodge is one of six luxury lodges within the Phinda Private Game Reserve in the Maputaland Region of northern KwaZulu Natal. 
Intimately integrated into the surrounding African bush, Phinda Vlei Lodge fringes a unique vlei (wetland) system along the edge of a rare sand 
forest. 
 
The six luxurious thatch and glass suites are decorated in a subtle blend of North and West African styles with hints of Balinese influences. Each 
suite is spacious with a plush en-suite bathroom with a free-standing bath and glassed-in shower; a dressing room, four poster king size bed, air-
conditioning, private plunge pool with sun loungers and a game viewing deck that overlooks the grassy vlei with its occasional grazing wildlife. 
With an exclusive, sophisticated, romantic atmosphere the main lodge area includes a welcoming lounge and indoor dining area with a fireplace 
that spills out to the expansive viewing deck, also used for outdoor dining. 
 
Activities included at Phinda Vlei Lodge are twice daily game drives in the early morning and afternoon, as well as one hour nature walks (subject 
to guide availability). Inside and outside Phinda Reserve there are numerous adventure and wildlife activities available at an additional cost that 
include riverboat cruises, canoe trips and White Rhino tracking. 
 
Days 10-14 
Your journey takes you to the coast, for a 4 night stay at Thonga Beach Lodge in a deluxe sea view suite on a full board basis including activities. 
Stretching along the beautiful shores of the Maputuland coast in northern Kwa-Zulu Natal is Thonga Beach Lodge. Set above a secluded bay and 
nestled into the indigenous coastal dune forest with sweeping beach views, Thonga Beach Lodge is a magical coastal paradise. 
 
In keeping with the ecologically sensitive area, there are 12 thatched bush suites which are raised on wooded stilts. Five suites have sea views 
while seven are tucked away with forest views. Suites are spacious and en-suite with separate bath, shower and outdoor shower; they are twin or 
double with mosquito nets, have air-conditioning and overhead fans, a small deck area and tasteful, simple furnishings. The central lodge has a 
casual and relaxed atmosphere, shaded by forest vegetation. There is inside dining, a bar and deck area, separate swimming pool and a perfectly 
positioned beach deck with panoramic sea views. 
 
Included in your stay at Thonga is use of snorkeling equipment, guided walks, kayaking, a cultural visit and a sundowner trip to nearby Lake 
Sibaya. Thonga offers a fully equipped PADI dive centre with turtle tracking and diving available from November to February. The Mabibi Spa 
offers a wealth of treatments (diving and Spa additional costs). 
 
Days 14-16 
Today, make your way to Durban for a final few nights at the Oyster Box Hotel in a luxury sea facing room on a bed and breakfast basis. 
The fabulously bright, red and white Oyster Box Hotel is a five star luxury hotel located on the seafront in Umhlanga, approximately 20 kilometres 
north of Durban. Perfectly placed on the ocean’s edge opposite Umhlanga’s iconic red and white lighthouse, the Oyster Box boasts breathtaking 
sea views and exudes classical charm, elegance and romance.  
 
This distinguished hotel has 85 sea or garden facing rooms and suites. All are individually decorated and exceptionally comfortable. With superb 
attention to detail room features include fresh flowers and fruit, air-conditioning and ceiling fans, a selection of magazines and books, 
complimentary mineral water, tea and coffee station, satellite TV with movies on demand, bathrobes and slippers, soap and pillow menu, heated 
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towel rails and beach gear. The Oyster Box retains some historical charm with the tiled sign at the entrance, the swing doors, the black and white 
floors and the spiral staircase. The public areas include state of the art facilities from the timeless reception, to the plantation style Palm Court, the 
sleeker Oyster Bar, the glass roofed wine cellar, oversized chandeliers, the funky upstairs Lighthouse and Chukka Bar (gentleman’s Club), the 
award winning Spa or the gloriously positioned swimming pool. The Kids Holiday Club is ideal for families, there is a private cinema, and no visit is 
complete without a spectacular terrace breakfast. 
 
The Oyster Box Hotel has direct access to the Umhlanga promenade and onto a small beach for warm Indian Ocean swims. 
 
Day 16 
Return your hire vehicle to the airport in time for your return flight. 
 
Day 17 
Arrive London 
 
Cost: from £3,370.00 per person for travel in low season, excluding flights.   
Contact us for variations on this itinerary: we can amend accommodations, durations, and routings to suit budget, interests and time available. 
 
Trip Extensions 
Consider spending some time in Cape Town, or at the Victoria Falls, or take a trip on the magnificent Rovos Rail. 
 
Why Book With Us 
At Native Escapes, we select accommodation according to particular interests, season of travel, budget and availability. We have travelled 
extensively in Southern Africa, and have a good level knowledge of the destinations and things to do.  Because we have visited many of the 
accommodations, we can make personal recommendations according to budget levels.  We design itineraries with sensible drive times in between 
stops. 
When you book, we provide factsheets with suggestions for things to do in each area, and will provide maps and directions to each destination 
with your final paperwork.  Included in all quotes is a document pack containing a map of South Africa with driving distances and times between 
major points, a comprehensive booklet containing general information on South Africa such as tipping, weather and background info on the 
country, as well as very detailed suggestions on what to see and do in the main tourist areas. This ranges from where to shop, to where the best 
beaches are, and secret insider tips on when to leave the main road.  Your day by day itinerary will include detailed driving directions for self 
drivers, as well as the latest restaurant suggestions for each area you are visiting.  We include a driving atlas with detail on tourist hotspots such 
as the Winelands and Garden Route, as well as your accommodation vouchers.   
We have on-the-ground services by way of ground handlers, who provide an excellent service in the event of emergency. Because we purchase 
accommodation through ground handlers who sell to agents such as ourselves around the world, we have access to excellent rates which are not 
available for direct bookings; you should pay no more for direct bookings than if you book through us.   Our ground handlers’ contact number will 
be included in your final documentation for you to contact should you require assistance during your trip. 
 
We comply with the UK Package & Travel Regulations 1992. Holidays with flights included are covered by the company's ATOL Bond (Air Travel 
Organisers' Licence) held by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).  This means that in the unfortunate event that our company should fail, the CAA 
will  arrange any necessary repatriation and any refund of monies paid to Native Escapes in advance.  Our ATOL number is 9709. 
 
We have testimonials on our website: visit http://www.nativeescapes.com/trip-testimonials/ for more information. 
 
Contact us for more information on 01342 834700 or by email at info@nativeescapes.com 
 

http://www.nativeescapes.com/trip-testimonials/
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GENERAL INFORMATION – PLEASE ENSURE YOU READ THE FOLLOWING 
 

Passports: Please ensure these are valid for travel and that you are in possession of valid visas (if required see below). You are required to take out 
comprehensive travel insurance to safeguard against cancellation and curtailment, medical expenses, repatriation expenses, damage/theft/loss of 
personal baggage, money and personal belongings. 

Visas: Not required for South Africa, Namibia or Botswana for UK or Irish nationals for stays of up to 90 days. An onward or return ticket is required, 
as well as sufficient funds and documents needed for further travel. Please note that visitors to South Africa must have a MINIMUM of two 
blank/empty VISA pages in their passport each time entry is sought. Visitors to South Africa with foreign passports who do not comply with these 
requirements will either be stopped from boarding their aircraft at their point of departure or risk deportation on arrival in South Africa. 

Health: The World Health Organisation (www.who.int/en/) recommends that all travellers to Southern Africa are inoculated against diphtheria, 
tetanus, measles, mumps, rubella and polio as well as for Hepatitis B. Inoculation against Hepatitus A and Typhoid is also recommended for travel in 
South Africa. Depending on the area visited, anti-malarial drugs may also be recommended. All travellers should seek advice from their local GP or 
travel clinic for up-to-date advice on vaccinations and different malarial options. Travel insurance is part of the Terms and Conditions of your trip with 
Native Escapes it is essential that you purchase comprehensive travel insurance for your trip. Your insurance should be inclusive of full medical 
cover including costs of emergency repatriation, cancellation and travel delay.  

Native Escapes complies with the UK Package & Travel Regulations 1992. Holidays with flights included are covered by the company's ATOL Bond 
(Air Travel Organisers' Licence) held by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). This means that in the unfortunate event that our company should fail, the 
CAA will arrange any necessary repatriation and any refund of monies paid to Native Escapes  in advance. Our ATOL number is 9709. We have 
testimonials on our website: visit www.nativeescapes.com/aboutus for more information. 


