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South Africa's Limpopo is one of the truly undiscovered parts of this magnificent 
country. The area is rich in culture, history and scenery, making an ideal 
destination to explore.  Amidst vast savannas with weaving grass lands and 
rugged mountains, the local population with their villages and customs, the 
nature reserves and game you find the Pearls of Limpopo.  
 
This trip offers a medley of experiences – from big 5 game viewing in the malaria 
free Welgevonden, the dramatic landscape of the UNESCO site at Mapungubwe, 
the sculpted Venda Village at Leshiba Wilderness and a vibrant country retreat 
immersed in Venda art, craft and music.  

At Native Escapes, we select accommodation according to particular interests, season of travel, 
budget and availability. We have travelled extensively in Southern Africa, and have a good level 
knowledge of the destinations and things to do. Because we have visited many of the 
accommodations, we can make personal recommendations according to budget levels. We have 
on-the-ground services by way of ground handlers, who provide an excellent service in the event 
of emergency. Because we purchase accommodation through ground handlers who sell to agents 
such as ourselves around the world, we have access to excellent rates which are not available for direct bookings; you should pay no more for 
direct bookings than if you book through us. Our ground handlers' contact number will be included in your final documentation for you to contact 
should you require assistance during your trip.  

Day 1 
Depart the UK on your overnight flight to Johannesburg. 
 
Days 2-5 
Arrive Johannesburg, you collect your car and drive into the malarial-free Welgevonden Game Reserve for a 3 night stay at Kololo Game 
Reserve. Kololo Game Reserve offers a varied African safari experience a mere 3,5 hours drive from Johannesburg. Kololo is situated in the 
beautiful, malaria-free Waterberg area and affords guests the chance of seeing a wide variety of free ranging wildlife including giraffe, kudu, zebra, 
eland and impala. Enjoy game drives, walks or a mountain bike ride assisted by Kololo’s friendly and knowledgeable rangers. Part of Kololo is 
integrated into Welgevonden Game Reserve, a Big Five region. Here elephant, rhino, lion, leopard and buffalo abound along with a range of other 
animals and an abundance of birds. Accommodation types vary from chalets and villas to the tented camp. Relax at the pool, enjoy a bush braai 
or sip a drink while soaking in the splendour of the African bushveld view from the lookout decks. 
 
Days 5-7 
This morning you have an early start for a drive into the Soutpansberg Mountains and to Madi a Thavha lodge, where you will stay for 2 nights.   
Madi a Thavha Mountain Lodge is situated in the Soutpansberg Mountains, a brief 4 hour drive from Kololo. Madi a Thavha lies resplendent in a 
beautiful valley against a dramatic mountain backdrop. Here one can relax while enjoying warm hospitality amid the rich diversity of local arts and 
crafts. An art gallery and exhibition centre that is incorporated in the lodge gives an overview of various cultures and how traditional objects have 
evolved into contemporary arts and crafts. Explore the Venda and Tsonga tradition and lifestyle on a day tour through this incomparable region 
and visit workshops where local artists have developed strong creative skills in wood carving, textile design and ceramics. 
 
Days 7-10 
This morning you drive further north to Mopane Bush Lodge, where you stay for 3 nights, a mere 2 hours from Madi a Thavha.  
Mopane Bush Lodge, is an intimate bushveld lodge inspired by traditional African design. You will stay in a secluded thatched en-suite chalet with 
outdoor shower. Relax at the pool and dine under the stars. Mapungubwe National Park, the Limpopo World Heritage Site, lies adjacent to 
Mopane Bush Lodge and is filled with sandstone landscapes, thousand year old baobab trees and herds of African wildlife. Rock paintings and 
artifacts of San Bushmen and Iron Age Bantu cultures cover this evocative space. Soak in the breath-taking vistas from the Treetop walk and 
Confluence viewpoint adjacent to the mighty Limpopo river where South Africa, Botswana and Zimbabwe merge. 
 
Days 10-12 
Today you drive on a further two hours to Leshiba Wilderness, where you stay for 2 nights. 
 
Leshiba Wilderness is a magical game reserve situated high up on top of the Soutpansberg Mountains and a 2 hour drive away from Mopane 
Bush Lodge. Leshiba has over 340 indigenous tree species and abundant animal and bird life. Walk amongst wildlife including giraffe, zebra, 
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wildebeest, porcupines and pangolins; along spectacular trails through forests, across plains and down breathtaking gorges with sparkling pools. 
Visit ancient Bushmen Rock Art sites. Enjoy sundowner game drives, guided walks and adventure horse riding trails. Your stay is in the 
extraordinary and authentic Venda Village lodge that was created together with acclaimed Venda artist, Noria Mabasa. The Venda village has 5 
rooms and 2 suites with private plunge pools. Pure cotton linen, delicious baths, candlelight and kerosene lamps add to the romance. 
 
Days 12 
Today you drive back to Johannesburg airport, where you drop off your car in time for your flight to London. 
 
Day 13 
Arrive London 

 

Cost from: £2,200 per person, including International flights. 

This is a suggested itinerary and timings can be tweaked to suit your own requirements. 

 

You can also add on additional nights at any of the camps, as well as extend in Botswana or Zimbabwe. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION – PLEASE ENSURE YOU READ THE FOLLOWING 
 

Passports: Please ensure these are valid for travel and that you are in possession of valid visas (if required see below). You are required to take out comprehensive 
travel insurance to safeguard against cancellation and curtailment, medical expenses, repatriation expenses, damage/theft/loss of personal baggage, money and 
personal belongings. 

Visas: Not required for South Africa, Namibia or Botswana for UK or Irish nationals for stays of up to 90 days. An onward or return ticket is required, as well as sufficient 
funds and documents needed for further travel. Please note that visitors to South Africa must have a MINIMUM of two blank/empty VISA pages in their passport each 
time entry is sought. Visitors to South Africa with foreign passports who do not comply with these requirements will either be stopped from boarding their aircraft at their 
point of departure or risk deportation on arrival in South Africa. 

Health: The World Health Organisation (www.who.int/en/) recommends that all travellers to Southern Africa are inoculated against diphtheria, tetanus, measles, mumps, 
rubella and polio as well as for Hepatitis B. Inoculation against Hepatitus A and Typhoid is also recommended for travel in South Africa. Depending on the area visited, 
anti-malarial drugs may also be recommended. All travellers should seek advice from their local GP or travel clinic for up-to-date advice on vaccinations and different 
malarial options. Travel insurance is part of the Terms and Conditions of your trip with Native Escapes it is essential that you purchase comprehensive travel insurance for 
your trip. Your insurance should be inclusive of full medical cover including costs of emergency repatriation, cancellation and travel delay.  

Native Escapes complies with the UK Package & Travel Regulations 1992. Holidays with flights included are covered by the company's ATOL Bond (Air Travel 
Organisers' Licence) held by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). This means that in the unfortunate event that our company should fail, the CAA will arrange any 
necessary repatriation and any refund of monies paid to Native Escapes  in advance. Our ATOL number is 9709. We have testimonials on our website: visit 
www.nativeescapes.com/aboutus for more information. 


