
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Victoria Falls Marathon Trip 
Zimbabwe – June 2015 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Overview 
This trip combines one of the World’s most intriguing marathon races, centered around one of the Seven-
Wonders of the World, followed by a safari into Hwange National Park, combining luxury, excitement and a 
marathon in one amazing itinerary.  
 
The Victoria Falls Marathon 
 
The Victoria Falls Marathon is an AIMS (Association of International Marathon and Distance Races) 
registered event. The race route is fast and relatively flat and is well supported by regular water points and 
cooling down sections. The race takes place in June, which is winter in the region –so the race is usually 
run in cool, dry conditions and day time temperatures are no more than 22 degrees.  
 
The marathon race route starts in the town of Victoria Falls then crosses over the Vic Falls Bridge, briefly 
into Zambia offering runners some of the most spectacular scenery in Africa, the route continues through 
the Zambezi National Park with some great views of the river, and ends at the Victoria Falls primary 
school.  The Full Marathon is a ‘double loop’.  There are plenty of water points along the way to keep you 
refreshed, and you may even glimpse wildlife like warthogs and possibly the odd elephant. 
 
Trip Highlights 
 

• Run the Victoria Falls marathon 
• Visit Victoria Falls – one of the Seven Wonders of the World 
• An exclusive safari experience using a super camp with a strong conservation ethos 
• Game drives, night drives and walking safaris 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Wednesday 24th June 
 
Depart London for overnight flight to Victoria Falls via Johannesburg 
 
Thursday 25 June 2015 – Monday 29th June 
 
Upon arrival in Johannesburg, you will make your way through flight connections to your onward flight to 
Victoria Falls. Upon arrival in Zimbabwe, you will be transferred from Victoria Falls Airport to Victoria Falls 
Safari, where you stay for 4 nights in a Standard Room on a Bed and Breakfast basis. Dinner is included on 
the 25th June and 27th June. 
 
The Victoria Falls Safari Lodge provides luxury accommodation in Victoria Falls.  Set high on a natural 
plateau, the westward facing Victoria Falls Safari Lodge borders the Zambezi National Park and is just four 
kilometres from the thundering Victoria Falls, Southern Africa's foremost attraction. 
    
Enjoying uninterrupted views of spectacular African sunsets and year round game at its onsite waterhole, 
accommodation at Victoria Falls Safari Lodge is ideally positioned to offer the most discerning traveller a 
taste of Africa at its best. 
 
All the rooms have digital safes, IDD phones, remote control air-conditioning, hairdryers, fans, mosquito 
nets, extensive range of customised toiletries including insect repellent, message pads, complimentary tea 
and coffee making facilities, and extra length beds.Each standard room has either a double bed or twin 
beds, a bathroom with a luxury bath and separate shower, and a balcony overlooking the National Park and 
facing the sunset. 
 

          
 
http://www.victoria-falls-safari-lodge.com/ 
 
Friday 26 June 2015 
 
There are a number of activities that may be enjoyed in the area such as: 
White water rafting on the Zambezi River; Zip line / gorge swing / bungee jump – for the adrenaline junkies; 
Elephant back safari; Lion encounter; High tea at the Victoria Falls hotel ; Helicopter trip over the Falls or a 
light aircraft trip over the Falls.  We can provide a list of ideas and can make reservations for you. 
 
This evening, you eat at The Boma. This is not just another ethnic restaurant but a rather unique cultural 
experience.  Excellent cuisine, including a variety of game meats and traditional Zimbabwean dishes, is 
accompanied by entertainment throughout your meal.   
 
The Boma nestles in a Gusu Forest and is partly open to the spectacular African night sky.  A feast of 
nightly entertainment incorporates Shangaan dancers and singers and a local witchdoctor who is available 
for fortune telling. 
 
Guests are welcomed with a traditional greeting in Shona and Ndebele, the local languages.  They are 
invited to take part in a hand washing ceremony before sampling traditional beer and snacks as a prelude 
to dinner.  After dinner, guests are invited to wile away the evening with the restaurant's very own Sangoma 
- a traditional story teller - to learn more about the country's folklore, culture and heritage.  The highlight of 
the evening is the interactive drumming and dancing! 
 
 
 
 



 
Saturday 27 June 
 
This morning after breakfast, you join a tour of the Falls themselves and conservation fees for Victoria Falls 
Rainforest are included. The remainder of the day is free for you to enjoy further activities or to pop down to 
the race registration. (However your bib and race information will be delivered to your hotel, so this is 
optional). 
 
Dinner at Victoria Falls Safari Lodge included. 
 
Sunday 28 June 2015 
 
Marathon day! 
 
The full marathon (42.2 km) and the half marathon (21.1 km) will lead you through the town of Victoria 
Falls, over the border into Zambia and, as you cross the bridge, you will see the full majesty of the Falls 
and the gorges below.  The route returns to Zimbabwe and continues through the outskirts of town and 
along the Zambezi River.  There is a chance of seeing game and National Parks staff will be monitoring the 
route.  The finish for both races will be at the Community School along the Kazangula Road.  Regular water 
points are provided. 
 

            
 
After the race, we have the perfect way to relax. You will be picked up from your hotel at around 3.30, for a 
Zambezi River Sunset cruise & after party for the race.  The cruise will include local drinks and snacks 
whilst enjoying the sunset on the Zambezi River. 
 
Monday 29 June 2015   
 
This morning, you will be picked up from your hotel and transferred to Ivory Lodge in Hwange National 
Park. You will spend three nights here on a fully inclusive basis, which includes all meals and safari 
activities and park fees. 
 
Located in a private concession of 2,400 hectares of prime land adjoining the eastern region of the Hwange 
National Park, is Ivory Lodge “Place of the Elephants”. This charming family owned authentic safari lodge, 
one of the first to operate in Hwange, is a favourite hangout of the Presidential Elephant herd and set 
amongst the indigenous flora of this beautiful area.  
 
Family friendly, Ivory Lodge has a total of nine thatched units set in the tree line of a teak forest. There are 
six original wooden ‘tree-house’ rooms, simple and clean with mosquito nets, a small shower area and 
game spotting balconies overlooking the waterhole. The two Presidential suites are also on stilts and a 
mixture of canvas and wood. They are bigger in size with polished wooden floors and beautiful views over 
the plains and waterhole. There is also a spacious non-stilted family unit. The main thatched camp area 
has a great bar and permanent tea and coffee station, and flows onto manicured green lawns where there 
is a fire pit and small shaded swimming pool. The upstairs library is elevated with a view of the waterhole 
which is floodlit at night. 
 
Activities from Ivory Lodge include half and full day game drives either on the Ivory Lodge Concession or in 
Hwange National Park. Walking safaris and night drives are conducted within the concession and guests 
can visit the nearby Wild Dog Research Project.  
 
 



 
 

      
 
http://www.ivorysafarilodge.com/ 
 
Thursday 2 July 2015 
Depart Hwange in time for your outward flight departing from Victoria Falls via Johannesburg 
  

Ground Costs from       £1,890 per person 
 
Cost is based on 2 people sharing accommodation.   
Costs depends on the overall group size.  
 
Single Supplement £310 
 
Please contact Native Escapes for your international flights or extending your trip in Africa. 
 
INCLUDES  
Airport transfers VFA airport/return to town 
Victoria Falls Safari Lodge, standard rooms, four nights with breakfasts included daily 
Two dinners at Vic Falls Safari Lodge per itinerary 
One Boma Dinner excursion 
Victoria Falls Marathon entry fee and sunset cruise  
Three night safari to Hwange with accommodation at Ivory Lodge on full board basis 
Park entries at Hwange for three nights 
Park entry to Victoria Falls Rainforest 
 
EXCLUDES 
International Flights 
All items of a personal nature 
Meals not specified 
Drinks not specified 
Gratuities and porterage 
Personal travel and medical insurance 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Please ensure the following:-  
Your passports are valid for travel and that you are in possession of valid visas (if required – see below).  
You consult your doctor prior to your safari for information and advice on the use of anti-malaria medication  
You take out comprehensive travel insurance to safeguard against cancellation and curtailment, medical 
expenses, repatriation expenses, damage/theft/loss of personal baggage, money and personal belongings. 
 
Zimbabwe 
You will need a visa to visit Zimbabwe. This can be obtained on arrival in Zimbabwe. The current charge for 
a single entry visit visa issued on arrival in Zimbabwe is £35.00 or US$55.00, although this could change. If 
you have not obtained a visa before travelling, bring enough cash with you to pay for your visa on arrival. 
Ensure you have small notes as immigration officers may not be able to provide change. 
 
Holiday and business visas are available at the port of entry. You should confine your activities to the type 
of visa endorsed in your passport. You are prohibited from conducting business, working or seeking 
employment on a holiday/visitor’s visa. Should you choose to do so, this immigration offence attracts 
severe penalties including imprisonment. 
 
 



You must hold a valid passport to enter Zimbabwe. Your passport must be valid for a minimum period of six 
months and have three blank pages left in it. 
 
Passport and visa requirements are subject to change, and are the responsibility of the traveller.  We 
recommend that you check requirements for your itinerary at www.fco.gov.uk. 

Health 

The World Health Organisation (http://www.who.int/en/) recommends that all travellers are inoculated 
against diphtheria, tetanus, measles, mumps, rubella and polio as well as for hepatitis B.  Depending on the 
area visited, anti-malarial drugs may also be recommended.  
 
All travellers should seek advice from their local GP or travel clinic for up-to-date advice on vaccinations 
and different malarial options. 
 
Insurance 
As part of the Terms and Conditions of your trip with Native Escapes it is essential that you purchase 
comprehensive travel insurance for your trip.  Your insurance should be inclusive of full medical cover 
including costs of emergency repatriation, cancellation and travel delay.   
 
 

  

The air holiday shown is ATOL protected by the Civil Aviation Authority.  

Our ATOL number is ATOL 9709.   Please see our booking conditions for more information. 


